PubAid names Keith Bott as its first
President

PubAid is a working party dedicated to celebrating the great work done by UK pubs in
supporting their local communities. The PubAid team works with press, broadcast media,
social channels, MPs and others to showcase the great work that pubs and their customers do
for charity, raising over £100m every year. Our initiatives include the World’s Biggest Pub
Quiz, held every March in partnership with Prostate Cancer UK, and annual competitions to
find the Best Charity Fundraising Pub and Corporate Charity Fundraiser.

The PubAid founders were: Des O’Flanagan (former Scottish & Newcastle MD), Keith
Knowles OBE (CEO, Beds and Bars) and Tim Sykes (Former Chairman, Beds and Bars).
They are joined by Nick Bish (ex ALMR), Mike Clist (CEO BII), Tim Page (ex CAMRA)
Yaser Martini (various roles including non exec director at Cirrus Inns), Paul Hegarty
(Honorary Secretary, All-Party Parliamentary Beer Group), Andy Slee (Chairman at Titanic
and Black Sheep, One Voice), Robert Humphreys MBE (all round beer trade hero), Ross
Piggott (RP Databases) and James Cuthbertson (MD Dark Star Brewing Co).

PubAid, the organisation dedicated to promoting pubs
as a force for good, has appointed Keith Bott MBE as
its first ever President. The founder of Titanic Brewery
and former chairman of the Society of Independent
Brewers (SIBA) takes up the position in January 2020,
and will serve for two years. Bott’s appointment
comes as PubAid enters its second decade. Founded in
2009 by a group of senior pub industry figures, it has
helped to shape more positive perceptions of the great
British pub, through research showing that pubs raise
more than £100 million every year for hundreds of
charities and local causes. Last year, a PubAid-
commissioned survey revealed that pubs also provide
an estimated £40m per year in financial and in-kind
support to grassroots sports.

PubAid co-founder Des O’Flanagan said: “We’re
delighted that Keith has agreed to become our first
President and confident that his highly respected status both within and outside the pub
industry will be a tremendous boost to the work of PubAid.

“Keith’s appointment marks a new chapter for PubAid, as we look to expand our
communications around pubs’ support for charities and their local communities to a wider
audience.

“In the decade since we founded PubAid, pubs have raised an estimated £1 billion for
charities and causes; we think that’s a figure that everyone in the industry should be proud of,
and everyone outside it should know about!”


http://www.pubaid.com/#charity-fundraising
http://www.pubaid.com/#charity-fundraising

Bott said: “I was honoured to be asked to become President of PubAid, an organisation I’ve
admired since its foundation. Throughout my years in the industry, pubs have been at the
heart of their communities and have had community at their heart, including our 13 Titanic

pubs.

“I’'m looking forward to helping the PubAid team continue to spread the word about the
pivotal role pubs play in their communities, and ensuring that their contribution to society’s

wellbeing is always recognised by policymakers.”



